BITS AND P|ECE)$JIS and Sods in no pigcular order)
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ON ONE HAND

A Morse key weighs 4 ouncepfaox). Each letter necessitates 4 upward, plus 4 downward movements = 8 X 4 ounces = 32 ounces.
On average there are approximatdyetters to each word, = 6 x 32 ounces (2lb) = 192 ounces (12lb).

Each minute a good operator sends at twentyseven words per minute = 27 x 12Ib = 324lb.

Each hour = 60 x 324lb = 19,44®br a six hour day = 6 x 19,446 116,640Ib.

Dividing 116,6401¥2,240 (Ibs in adn) equals 52 tons 1@ EACH DAY.

ON ONE HAND NOT A BAD EFFORT X wS3 2 f1SNW
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THE SYDNEY CHIEF TELEGRAPH OHHEROOM

The Sydey Chief Telegraph Office was located on the fourth floor of the Sydney GPO in Martin Place. Igvessugh to
accommodate around @ Telegraphistand a large number of auxiliary staff and took up most of the city block between George anc
Pitt Streetslt was rarely giveits T dzf f GA Gt S® {2YSGAYSE AG 61 & F0oNBGAFGSR (2 Y
G2 GKS YSy ¢6K2 @2N] SR AlpSNds weie locaitedion Briydoivs oftableSwithwl2 Bnveither sidedeeach
2U0KSNJ 6AGK | |4h@ BoNdERhE dehtre 6ffthé fvo bWl cBridey received messages to the circulation sectiod a
supervisor and lectertocatedat the head of each. Here operators reported for duty and supervisors carrietheunyriad of duties
expected of them.
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which related to many factors town of origin, physical makeup, temperament, expegtand non expertise, outside work activities; in
fact anythingatall KSNBX Y& YdzOK Ay | yIFYS yR Fad We¢KS weekdfdphistsg ND YAISY S
they habitually called themselves. And a mixed bunch they were!Ridem was rich in the character types that were commonplace in
Australia during the first half of the twentieth century, the larrikins, the scallywags, the jokers, the drirketsmuch of its character
was shown in the nicknames that were more commonlydutban real names.

Try and imagine the characters associated with some of these names:
Rudolfhad a red nose.
The Parsorhad studied for the Baptist ministry as a young man.

l
l
1 Cheeky Charlelocked his supervisor in the locker room one morning. The mankmawn ad.ockout Le®ver after.
1 Squeakethad a high pitched voice.

l

Foulmouth who never swore, earned his name when, in a rare fit of exasperation, yelled out angrily, "Oh botheYiélzvel
said, "That'll be enough out of you, Foulmouth." It stuck.

91 Breadroll Billybrought breadrolls instead of sandwiches for lunch.

1 Buttercup, never the most energetic person, was named after a popular bread manufacturer who advertised a
WGiKS oA3 {@&RySe t2FHTQo

1 Keggyobviously enjoyed a beer or two, but that wasn't hisim problem. He was addicted to Bex powders (an extremely
addictive analgesic that was sold ovbe-counter in Australia until it was banned about 1965). Occasionally one of his
tormenters would say, "l feel like a Bex" and within minutes Keggy wouldibat dis locker taking one.

1 There were two brothers named Keith and Kevin Light. Keith had red hair so he was n&lurllyight and Kevin was called
Amber Lightbecause he was always ready to stop. Kevin was an interesting bloke. Very quiet affhself, he had escaped
from a German prisoneof-war camp during World War Il and wandered around Germany for six weeks before being caugh
He was then able to talk his captors out of shooting him as a spy.

1 And there were lots of animal namediarry the Horse, The Snake, The Octopus, The Fox, The Old AiloevBear There were
S0 many it was almost a telegraphic menagerie.

Back in the predecimal days of the 'fifties when trams still trundled through the city there was a man n&magbenny DarkHe lived
at Manly on the north side of Sydney Harbour and every morning his wife gave him ashiiitngvas comprised of fourpence for the
ferry to Sydney, another fourpence to get back, and twopence each way on the tram.

Now Fourpenny liked a drink and he kndviné walked from the ferry to work and back he could spend the fourpence he saved on ¢
small glass of port wine (known as a Fourpenny Dark, from which his nickname evolved).

He said he was standing in the Ship Inn at Circular Quay one night sippingkisydnig to make it last and a little man on his shoulder
said, "Have another one."

He was startled but another little man on his other shoulder said, "No! No! It's your ferry fare home."

"Be a devil!" said the Devil. "Don't be silly!" said the other.



Foupenny said he listened to both of them a couple of times but then, "The next thing | knew | was out past Fort Denisomgfommi
my life." (Not a bad swimit's elevenkilometers(seven miles) from Circular Quay to Manly.)

Bumpy Bill was an old stylBdegraphist He wasn't going to get involved with modern contraptions like typewriters. He'd always written
his telegrams with a pen (dipped in a bottle of ink he kept by his sounder) and he always would. He wasn't alone iavthatt tlaef old
hands hachever learned to type.

One day a wag substituted disappearing ink for the ink in his bottle and alerted the teleg sitting next to him who listexfieltly co
Bill's next telegram. Half way through Bill realised the ink was disappearing and said taathé'lrnok at this." "What's up, Bill?"
"Whaddayamean what's up? There's nothing on the page.”

“Looks all right to me," said the man, and from memory recited what should have been on the page.
Bill was distraught. "I'm going blind," he wailed.
Yep, it's drue story. Bill probably worked out later what had happened but he was no rocket scientist.

W, dzYLlRé¢X | NIYGKSNI fFNBS YIy 0aS8SS Lint 2F [/ 2KBYHRI R2 dzy R0 tukMeBle Q
telegs working near himofteB I @S G KS 2LISNY GAy3 GFrofS F KSTihe o0dzYL) ¢KAOK 27

In an interview believed to be dated in mid 1950s the Superintendent, Telegraphs gave these figures:

& ! LILINE E356rtelagraghists are required each daywork the Sydney CTO. In addition, there are always telegraphists absent on
annual leave, furlough, sick leave etc. The total telegraphist staff attached to Sydney is 450.

The staff is arranged to coincide as closely as possible with the traffimgffdifie day commences at 12midnight, when 7 Telegraphists
come on duty. They work until 6am when 13 telegraphists come on. A further 23 report at 8.30am and at 9am 187 telegrapiists a
The staff increases progressively at intervals until 11am, wiénaBe on duty. The staff decreases slightly during the lunch hours
12noon to 2pm angdfrom 2pm until the post offices close at 5pm remains at about 270 telegraphists. It then decreases at intervals un
between 10.30pm and 12midnight only 11 telegraphist | N& 2y Rdzié& ¢ o

(These figures are less than those in my tignearly 1950s, due to ongoing introduction of machine systems and drop in telegraph
traffic).

HARRY THE HORSE

After an afternoon of visiting several pubs near the.Q.Harry found himself on the street just as a Paddy Wagon was passing. He we
kindly given a lift to the n&rest Police station to accommodate him until his health improved.

On sobering up the Police Sergedmving taken an interest in the genial geasked if he could ring his home for him and advise of his
whereabouts. Harry was not very impressed with this offer and suggested that the Sergeant ring the telegraph brancHarttieask
Fox&¢ St f KAY GKS 1 2NBRS Aa Ay (GKS 2dz@3d 1S8SQfft 1y26 6KIG (2 R2E

Some time latethe puzzled poliemanreturned and spoke to Harry
GEhciKS o0f21S 6K2 | yagSNBR (KS LK2yS alAR GKS C2E ¢l ayQiheliKsS
Lizard would do. Where do you actually work spthe Telegraph Officerdhe zooZ.
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OLD TIMERS

During the war years many old telegs returned to operating and very efficiently filled the shoes of younger men who texd &his
poem by an unknown authrovas pened in their honor.

Deal gently with the ancient hand

Who labours at our C.T.O,,

Your drift he fails to understand,

When messages too swiftly flow.

He could not pass the expert test,

But there, he really does his best.

Yau operators far away,

Whose speed is like the lightning flash;
And who can make a pretty play,

With cryptic sign of dot and dash
Remember that oldimers frown,

Who strive in vain to write you down.
You supervisors full of ag

Whose dream is rapid traffic flow,

And who may feel inclined to squeal
When rheumy hands wax somewhat slow
At 70 odd YOU may be sending,

If this damned war is slow at ending.



THE TELEGRAPH SUPERVISOR

All Supervisors rosedm the ranks of Telegraphists. A Telegraphist must have first gained entrance to the Third Division from the Fou
Division by way of a clerical examination. Then there was the Telegraphist Barrier exam to be passed to enable thensstpragre
highersalary level as a Telegraphist. This examination was held about the middle of each year. Once success at this exaned/as achi
¢St SANF LIKA&AG o1 a StAIA0ES (G2 &aAld F2N) GKS { dzZLISNIBA a2 NQaity ®E | Y
operate Morse at a higher standard, and examination in such subjects as technical telegraphy, machine telegraphy and tre
procedures.

Relatively small numbers of Telegraphists sought this promotion. Possibly the two main factors deterringathéme break from many
friendships formed with other Telegraphists once they took on a supervisory role and the Grade 1 Supervisor was a reedeworkhc
Promotion was about the only plus.

Supervisors were Graded from 1 to 4. Grade 1 Supervisors weredbicathe C.T.O. and smaller provincial centt@sade 2s in C.T.Os
and at the largest provincial centres such as Newcastle and Canberra performed testing duties. They were also locatd in I
provincial centres performing all the duties of a Gradbdt,on a slightly larger scale.

Grade 3 Supervisors in the C.T.O. were in charge of a depot e.g. Suburban, Interstate, Country, Phonogram and the fi@asting se
Theirs was a more relaxed occupation. In the largest provincial centres they were ighatge of the telegraph area. In the C.T.O. a
Grade 3 would normally act as Assistant Superintendent as the need arose. Likewise a Grade 1 or 2 could act in a Gi@ade 3 posi

Two Assistant Superintendents on rotating shifts were in overall charge ofCtiegD and they in turn were responsible to the
Superintendent who had responsibility farhole State.

| only knew of one Grade 4 Supervisa Mr Ford who appeared in the Sydney C.T.O. in the early 1950s and his position was somewt
unclear¢ perhaps aoving eye over the whole room.

The Grade 1 in the C.T.O. had a narrower responsibility than a country Grade 1. His duties were to ensure Telegraptiststameéy

at their positions, located at a long table with 12 positions opposite each othed, dahnot absent themselves without permission.
Above this long table ran a conveyor belt onto which all received traffic was placed. On the belt housing, the position wasnbe
displayed and hooks were fixed to accommodate traffic awaiting transmissidrthat which had been transmitted.

He had to see that all positions were properly equipped with all the necessary instruments for Mypssvriter, chair stationery etc.
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heavy. He had to countersign all Mon&rder telegrams (Telmos), check sent messages at each position hourly and retain traffi
statistics. Importantly he had to ensure conditions for Telegraghigtre up to standard and arbitrate on any disputes etc. that may
arise on lines.

Another unenviable task was to seek additional staff from the Grade 3 Supervisor to fill any vacancy that may be indéi@wi©$
course it was not unknown for the &ite 1 to be less accommodating than he could be when requested to release one of his own staff.

The Supervisor stood in front of a lectern at the end of the long table and could be summoned to each operator when phiglegra
switched on a light providifor this purpose, at his position.

The Grades 1 and 2 in provincial centres had all of the duties of those in the C.T.O. Additionally they were responsibtgdphists,
Phonogram Operators, Clerical staff and Junior Postal Officers. All tygasisifcs relating to telegraphs which were performed by staff
at other than C.T.Os., requisition of stores for his section, uniforms for J.P.Os. and daily telegapids andstatistic forms for
telegraphs. Also liaisowith counter staff where discregncies were found in telegram charges etc.

Of course they had to fill in when there was a vacancy in operating staff. He had no superior officer from whom to seeknddwecy
much ran the section on his own initiative. However it was not unknown fioold style Postmaster to assume that he could run the
section along with his other Post Office duties. Nevertheless the Postmaster was the ultimate officer in charge.
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Arrangements might be made to provide the officers employed in the operating room with water for drinking purposes. At firesen
assuaging of thirstg and they are many with the advent of summenecessitates one leaving the operating room and proceeding as
far as the next floor and there turning on the tap direct from the water pipe.

Of course, water may be obtained from those two watering cans that stand like sentinals at the entrance door,ibptithative
aspect is hardly in keeping with the interior sanitary furnishings of the room. The installation of a filter would be mepaitmental
interests and at the same time be nearer the requirements of the Board of Health.

X from The Transmittet8 November 1904.

xxxxx



HOW TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES WERE TENSIONED

Linemen emplogd by the P.M.G. Department were responsible for the maintenance
construction of telegraph and telepnone lines. Poles were located aqipiadely 3 to each
mile and carried cross arms fitted with insulators which in turn carried the metalic wire.

The photo shows the tool used for tensioniagrial wires and commonly known iimemen as
Ye2y3aQd ¢KS OKIFAY 41 a HKmditBapolé add theyciBmpfiXed
to the line. Theend of leather strap was then pulled by the linemamho was up the pole
and the wire strainedto the desired tension. The length of the folded leather strap
approximately one metre and the ovarédhgth of the tool was approximately@.metres.
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It was TRESS (Teleprinter Reperforator Switching System) which eventually brought about the demise of Morse in Australi
commenced at the end of 1959, and was phased out around the end of 1986. For a few years TELEX was used for remaimitilg traffi
finally being killed off, largely by excessive charges.

Every office had a 3 letter routing code. The first letter reprded the State and the second and third letters were usually the first and
last letters of the tow® name. For example NCT was the routing code for Crows Nest,.ldrisl \QWE the routing code for Woodridge,
Queensland. Of course this could not hold gdodall towns and when other towns had the same first and last letters, astamdard
routing code was used. Some offices located close to state borders took the first letter of the near state, thus BrokechHilhs very
close to the South Austraheborder had the state letter S rather than N for New South Wales.

Switching centres were located in each capital city except Tasmania which was served from Melbourne. Northern Terriemyedias s
from Adelaide and Canberra (Australian Capital Terrjtasgs served from Sydney.

The preamble of each telegram started with the routing code for the office of destination, followed by the code of thatiogdffice
and numbering commencing from 1 each day. Service messages which consisted of codeda®@ids sk & WYwv Q 6 NBj dzS
Y. vQ 6NBLI & (2 WYwvQuIr GSaid vYSaalr3asSazx SGO0Od 2SNB y2i0 ydzyo SNBR

Urgent telegrams and some official traffic to interstate destinations placed Z as the first letter of a routing codewas thisExpresQ
channel. Als if an outstation wished t&peakio the Switching Centre Traffic Office, the routing code XTO was used.

The = sign at the end of the first line disconnected the Number Bulletin Printer at the switching centre which recordistl lthe 6f all

the telegrams received at that point. Capital City routing codes were e.g. QBR = Queensland Brisbane Receive, VMR Victara Melb
Receive etc. As these offices had many telegraphists, their sending serial numbers were a letter representing the semdapdsiti
serial number of the telegram. E.g. J46 represented the 46th telegram sent by position J for that day.

Some large provincial centres had several Telegraphists and a Supervisor. Each Telegraphist had a designated sendéng. gosiion
or C as dourth letter representing the sending position of the operator. Thus BBi\was the 26th telegram sent by position B at
Goulburn on that day. Telegraphists prepared their messages on tape which went to line via a transmitter. In smaller offic
transmis$on was direct to line.

Squares, hollow osolid, at the end of somepreamblesrepresented a Bell signalRTGE followed by an amount in dollars was the fee

chargedto deliver a telegram beyond the free delivery argatherwise it wouldbe phonal, if possible, or sent ktpre next mail
delivery.
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POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT FAR 421A

CLAIM FOR TELEGRAM DELIVERY AND PORTERAGE FEES

(5] )T SNy N e S S et 8 f
RG2Sl ooyt
N
PORIMABION ... ..ot ol S b Rt 21 ‘l
(Tress Accounting Centre) |
{or A.C.A. Revenug) f
|
| certify that telegrams numbered ; dxies dbgvd| AR SR R
on the attached form FAR421 for the month of i I oo Were actually delivered from
this office by messenger and were despatched for such delivery within one hour of the time of receipt.
Payment of delivery fees totalling is requested.
Payment of $ . is also claimed in respect of Porterage Fees on telegrams numbered.. ... g

Sch. C s289-09
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Aberdeen
Abermain
Adaminaby
Adaminaby Dam
Adamstown
Adelong
Alexandria
Albury
Annandale
Ardlethan
Armidale
Armidale University
Arncliffe
Artarmon
Ashfield

Auburn

Balgowlah
Ballina
Balmain
Balranald
Bangalow
Bankstown
Barellan
Barham (via Melbourne)
Barmedman
Barraba
Batemans Bay
Bathurst
Batlow
Beecroft
Bega

Bellata
Bellingen
Belmont
Belmore
Berry
Berrigan
Beverley Hills
Bexley
Binalong
Bingara
Binnaway
Blackheath
Blacktown
Blayney
Bogan Gate
Boggabilla
Boggabri
Bombala
Bonalbo
*Bondi

Bondi Beach
Bondi Junction
Boorowa
Bourke

NEW SOUTH WALES MORSE CALL SIGNS

AX
AT
M
DV
AK
DG
Xl
AY
IK
AC
AD
AP
AF
AM
FD
F)

GW
AB
BM
NR
BJ
BP
AV

AO
GR
op
BA
L0
BE
BG
BT
OH
oL
EL

BC
KB
FP

BS
18

AG
BY
LE

H)

BL

BN
XB
YR
BO
LB

X

BF
BV
BR
BU

Botany

Bowral
Braidwood
Branxton
Brewarrina
Broadmeadow
Broadway
Broken Hill
Broken Hill Railwaytown
Broken Hill South
Brookvale
Bulahdelah
Bundanoon
Bundarra
Bungendore
Burren Junction
Burwood

Byron Bay

Cabramatta
Cabramurra
Camden
Campbelitown
Camperdown
Campsie
Canberra
Canberra City
Candelo
Canowindra
Canterbury
Captains Flat
Carcoar
Caringbah
Carlton
Carrathool
Casino
Cassilis
Cessnock
Chatswood
Chippendale
Cobar
Cobargo
Coffs Harbour
Coffs Harbour Jetty
Collarenebri
Concord

Concord Repatriation Hospital

Concord West
Condobolin
Coogee
Coolah
Coolamon
Cooma
Cooma North

Coonabarabran
Coonamble

YB
0B
8D
XN
Bl
0z
PS
FX
FY
10
VL
BH
El
DR
GE
BZ
BW
DX

Q29032

CE
Al

CF
AN
DL
cp
CR
CN
LT

HN

BX
NX

OA
CG
bQ
a
oY
CK

KH
cu
Qo
CH

co
CL
CB
CD

Cootamundra
Coraki
Corowa
Corrimal
Cowra
Cremorne
Cronulla
Crookwell
Crows Nest
Croydon
Croydon Park
Cudal
Culcairn
Cumnock

Darlington Point

Dee Why
Delegate

Deniliquin (via Melbourne)

Denman
Dorrigo
Double Bay
Drummoyne
Dubbo
Dulwich Hill
Dunedoo
Dungog
Duntroon

Earlwood
East Maitland
Eastwood
Eden
Edgecliff
Emmaville
Enfield
*Enmore
Epping
Erskineville
Ettalong Beach
Ermington

Fairfield
Finley
Five Dock
Forbes
Forster

Ganmain
Garah
Garden Island
Gilgandra
Gladesville
Glebe

Glen Davis
Glen Innes

™M
Cl

OR
KR
MP
UL
cQ
KN

uQ
cC
NK

DP
DT
DN
DN
DK
DO

DB
D

DF
DU
DC

EW

EH
WN
ED
vVC
EK
VG
EA
EQ
EB
EN

233

F8
FR

GM
GA
GY

GL
GP
)Y
GF



Gloucester
Goodooga
Gordon
Gosford
Goulburn
Grafton
Granville
Grenfell
Greta Camp
Griffith
Grong Grong
Guildford
Gulargambone
Gulgong
Gundagai
Gunnedah
Gunning
Guyra

Haberfield
Hamilton
Harbord
Harden
Hay

Henty
Herne Bay
Hillston
Holbrook
Homebush
Homebush Cattle Yards
Hornsby
Hunters Hill
Hurstville

Inverell
Island Bend
lvanhoe

Jerilderie
Jervis Bay
Junee

Kandos
Kapooka
Katoomba
Kempsey
Kendall
Kensington
Kiama
Killara
Kingsford
Kingsgrove
Kingston
Kogarah
Kurri Kurri
Kyogle

GC
GD
GO
GS
GB
GN

FN
GX
GH
EP
GJ
UE
GU
Gl
DH
UG
GZ

HD
HA
HR
HF

JH

HE
HS
TC
HB

GK
HI
HV

D
JB
N

KS
KP
KC
KE

KL
Kl
KA
SK
XF
EM
KD
KK
KG

Lake Cargelligo
Lakemba
Lane Cove
Leeton
Leichhardt
Leura
Lidcombe
Lindfield
Lismore
Lithgow
Liverpool
Lockhart

Macksville
Maclean
Maitland
Manildra
Manilla

Manly
*Manuka
Maroubra
Marrickville
Mascot
Matraville
Mayfield
Mayfield East
Mendooran
Menindee
Merewether
Merriwa
Merrylands
Milsons Point
Milpo Holsworthy
Milpo Ingleburn
Milpo Liverpool
Milton
Miranda
Mittagong
Molong

Moree
Morpeth
Mortdale
Moruya
Mosman

Moss Vale
Moulamein
Mount Victoria
Mudgee
Mullumbimby
Mungindi
Murrurundi
Murwillumbah
Muswellbrook

Nambucca Heads
Narooma

LC
LN
LR
LD
LH
AL
RQ
LK
MO
LG

NU
MI
Mz

MX
MY
MK
MR
ML
PQ
MA
ME
TK
ub
MF
ER
AR
MD
aMm
HC
IL
LP
UA
MQ
NI
MG
RM
PH
M)
MU
VM
Mv
MN
VA
NY
UK
uc
R
MC
BK

NQ
NM

Narrabri
Narrandera
Narromine
Neutral Bay
Nevertire
Newcastle
Newcastle West
New Lambton
Newtown
Nimmitabel
North Sydney
Nowra

Nowra Naval PO
Nyngan

Oaklands
Oberon
Orange
Oxford Street

Paddington
Padstow
Pambula
Parkes
Panania

Parliament House Sydney

Parramatta
Paterson
Peak Hill
Pennant Hills
Penrith
Penshurst
Petersham
Picton

Pilliga

Port Kembla
Portland
Port Macquarie
*Potts Point
Punchbowl
Pymble
Pyrmont

Queanbeyan
Quirindi

R AAF Alionville
RAAF Rathmines
RAAF Richmond
Randwick
Raymond Terrace
Redfern

Regents Park
Richmond
Riverstone
Rockdale

NA

NZ

NV
NC
NH
NL
WE
MB
NS
ow
NP
YC

0D
ocC
OE
SD

DI
PD
PF
PK
PX
MS

PR
PE
PC
PT
PJ

PA
PN

PB
PZ
PM
PW
PU
PL
PY

QN
Ql

AW
RH
RA
RK
RT
RE
RB
RD
RV



Rose Bay
*Rosebery
Roseville
Rozelle
Ryde
Rylstone

Scone

Singleton
Singleton Camp TC
South Grafton
*South Singleton
*South Wagga
*Spit Junction
Springwood

St Marys

St Peters
Stanmore
Strathfield
Summer Hill
*Surry Hills
Sutherland
Swansea

Sydney Rail

Tamworth
Taree
Temora
Tenterfield
Terrigal

The Entrance
The Rock
Thirroul
Tingha

RC
RY
RG
M
DE

SN
NG
st

SG

SE
SP
SW
SC
SM
SO
FL
SsuU
G5
SZ

AH
TO

NW

TN
HG

TG

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkk

Tocumwal
Toronto
Tottenham
Trangie
Trundle
Tullamore
Tumut
Turramurra
Tweed Heads

Ulladulla
Ungarie
Uralla
Urana

Villawood

Wagga Wagga
Wahroonga
Walcha
Walgett

Walla Walla
Wallsend
Waratah
Warialda
Warren
Waterloo
Watsons Bay
Wauchope
Waverley

Wee Waa
Wellington
Wentworth Falls
Wentworthville

TF
™

TQ
UN

T

UF
UH
RU
UR
VE
WG

wcC

WP
Wl
WF
ND
RW
FS

'S
XC

ON

wu

Werris Creek wa
*Westgate L
Weston WT
West Ryde Dw
West Tamworth TA
West Wyalong Wz
Wilcannia wg
Willoughby WY
Willow Tree WL
Windsor WD
Wingham WM
Wollongong DYy
Wollongong Central WK
Woodburn NB
Woodstock KW
Woollahra 0s
Woonona u
Woy Woy WX
Wyong WH
Yamba YM
Yass YA
Yenda YH
Young YN

* Indicates incoming traffic only.

Where two offices have the same
call sign this is because one was
closed and the sign allocated tc
the other later.

Alterha’tgly traffic handled by
another State.

Voucherfor payment for telegrang Victoria 1873.
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connected to the Sydney Observatorgs the official timekeepemwould commence a sies of signals corresponding to a dash
AYOGAYLFGAY3 GKFEG 2yS 2Q0f 201 6Fa | LIWNRFOKAY3Id ! ff Y2 NE Sithi NI
the buzzer. Then dead on 1pmlarge ball would dropat the observatoryand the buzze would emit a sustained signal and the
telegraphists wouldsend a string of dots to everyBt Office in New South Walesonnected by Morsek Y RA OF G Ay 3 G KIF G
and that clocks should be adjusted.

Prior to this arrangement, a few minutdgfore 1pm a Telegraphist from the C.T.O. would go to the roof ofaleObuilding from
where there was a clear line of sight to the Observatory. He would then semdspondingsignals to the C.T.O. below and in turn the
signals were sent to each Pd@3ffice connected by Morse.

An article in the Yass Courier of 25 January 1859 reads:

W2 S dzy RSNERGIYR AU Ada AYyUGSYRSR (@ SNBIOl (KSS2daERDAYRNIOIE ({58 k
bell will be rung for a feuwninutes daily, by means of an apparatus connected with the telegraph, and cannot fail to prove of advantac
G2 2dzNJ 26yayYSys aSSAy3a GKIG Fd LINBaSyid GKSNBE Aa y2 Lzt Ao

Another instance of time ghalling was at Mudgee N.S.W. Post Office.

A cannon was presented to the Mudgee Council in 1855and placed about 20 feet high in the Telegraph Office yard and waii885
charge of the Telegraph Master and was loaded and fired each Saturday atylietedraph officers.

A misloading of the cannon in 1885 resulted in the telegraph operator losing most of his hand and from then on the cannon v
operated by council officers. A telegraph employee would stand on the verandah of the Post Office anthevappropriate morse
aA3dylrfta 6SNB KSFENR g2dzZ R OFff WNBIREQ [yR (GKSYy WFANBQ G wmL

The Sydney Observatory time ball was a most important
ingrument for both the Colony andhipping in Syaey harbour.

It enabled ships to adjust their times by as little as one second
and later dter they put to sea their correct positions of
longitude and latitude could be determined by reference to the
difference in time recorded at Sydney and their pasiti
(chronometer) time.

The Observatory ball took approximately 2 to 3 minutes to
ascend by mechanical meansnd remaired stationary for
approximately 2 to 3minutes before dropping at exdgt 12
noon- later changed to 1pm

The buildingoriginally contégned only the ime ball (central
section c185B8and the other observatory funcions were added
later.

Time balls were installed in many other centres.

Sydney observatory with time ball at top dfiilding. ?

Sydney time ball.

Time ball at old Albury PoS2fficec1865.
Note man behind third from right holding beibpe.




LAST ELE@®RI SENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES

1641, POST OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS AUSTRALIA (: '/ﬁ; cv"r-_,,\‘;EY

TELEGRAM

Presented for tramsmission
subject to the Pozt and
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- .THIS _TELEGAAM FROM_ SYDNEY TO BOMBALA 1S THE LAST MESSAQE

WHICH WILL B T
. WHICH WILL BE SENT BY MORSE IN N S W CONCLUDING 104 YEARS
. OF OPERATION STOP HENCEFORTH TELEGRAMS YO AND _FROM _BOMBALA

. LIKE ALL OTHER OFFICES IN_THIS STATE WILL BE TRANSMITIEQ.. _
—...THROUGH _THE TELEPRINTER_REPERFORATOR SWITCHING _SYSTEM. (TRESS)
FROM:  (for havaminsicn) . _ J R HUTCH!SON _DIRECTOR e o S [ R O
NOT FOR TRANSMISSION
Sonder's mame ard oddronz . Le s S R e S e s S T M

This is a photostat copy of the last telegram sent by morse in New South Wales. The
marlgmgs on the top right hand corner indicate that is was number one of a batch, sent
on line 270. It was completed at 11.5 a.m. and the sender was “H.A.W." which stands
for Harry A. Winchester, who is pictured below sending it.

Harry Winchester transmits the last Morse Code message
from Sydney General Post Office in 1962, with workmates
fpoking on. Left; Charles Todd: right: Samuel Morse

HAMUGETM

ANRETOAN

ek poren TELL

The message would have been sent from position 270 in the Chief Telegraph Office, Sydney as can bee seen in the pattline and n
No. 270.
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problems of more than one person at any one time having the same initials. My own, fopkxaas ME on first entering the room
which remained with me until | left on transfer to a regional relief position. On qualifying as a Supervisor and retutiéngotom later,

| was allocated MY.

Each message transmitted was endorsed in blue perithl thre line or channel number, batch number, time of transmission and the
ASYRAY3 2LISNIG2NR AyAlGALftad 9FOK GSNXYAYyFGAYy3a YSaal3sS ds a
immediately below the signature in the message in tase of morse transmission and on machine systems, in black pencil, below the
last text line and aligned to the left hand margin.



NICK NAMES

Abba Dabba

Over the years thousands of Telegraphists passf;;‘:tini
through the Sydney Chief Telegraph Office. Aloali
the way manyl Olj dzZA NB R Wy A O yAsdisp
to many factorst town of origin, physical makeup,‘q_pp,e
temperament, expertise and non expertise, outsidaszu

work activities; in fact anything at all! Ak
Armie

Asson
Here are just some to give an idea of the fellowshigzz Bsa

that existed betweenhem. Bab2

Baidy
Barrey Rutble
Bath Tub
Bear

Batty Full
Batsy

Biz Blus
Biz Fat Skb
Big Georze
Biz Time
Bilty Goat

Bodzie
Bollicky Bitt
- B . &,mf
Bill Houlder (The Butler), a Supervisor in tlBomes

room, demonstrates the correct method ofBonz
BooBoo

using a Morse key. BoomB

Booner
Bill was also an examiner of Telegraphiseenz
sitting the _Barrler examl_natlon antthe examination Born Landar
for promotion as Supervisor. Borer

Lutls Gues
SucrLiuh Rad Rooser
Lock Ow
Long Shot
Lugi
Lompy
Luke
Msc
Marathon
Maso
Mae
Naw Mav
May Day
Mergo
Mexxzs
Mick
MissPesy
Moo
Moon
Mocher
Mr X
Mulkgan
Mumclks
N ez
Nagro
Nager
Night And Day
Nobby
Noddy
Nora
Nothing
Nozz
Nuds Nut
OEE
Orvil
Organ Are
Paxxho
Pappy
Put T
Pas
Pear Shape
Padro
Pez Wee
Penzuin
Pmocchic
Preay Twissy
Pooly
Pop Eye
Poppa
Poky
Pod
Quasne

| experieced his
200l arz2ya

expertise on two
X w

Box Hzad
Braces
Bread Roll
Brer

Bubbk Guts
Buck Whaat
Bull

Boll Ant
Bompy Eill
Bushy
Butch
Buttercup
CMe
Camel Driver

Caprin
Caragzbal Kid
Carbine
Carbons
Carier

Casz2
Chetty
Cheaky
CharliaChester
Chesty

Chook

Chow

Clocker
Cobnel
Conputer
Codkia

Cough Drop
Cow Girl
Crackars

Dimah
Ding Dong
Dinger
Dizzy

Doc
Dozze
Donksy
Drwy
Duck Shi
Egg
Einstain
El Gordo
Elzie

Elviz

Ewe Brow's
Fzbbie
Faman
Fathar Pluto
Fat Time
Faty
Fazrless
Fazthers
Fartik
Fingers
Fish Byes
Flakz

Flip
FoulMouth Dixon
Fowl Housa
Freaza

Fruit Cake
Fruity

Full Moon
Fomil

Gabby

Gan

Gin

Ginger Megg:
Gossiz

Grawel Girty
Greatings

Gum Tips

Half Om
Hammer

Hark The Yank
Happy

Sork

Srapper
Stbbsie

Sucks

Sugen

Suzie

Swanpy

Teal Duck:

The Acter

The Admirsl
The Aldsrman
The Barker

The Bsron

Tre Bed

The Black Falia
Tre Born Leader
Tee Beiz

The Boll Tosssr
The Bush Lavyer
The Butler

The Csowl Drisr
The Chinaman
The Coow

The Counx

Tre Dashar

The Dk

T Fi

The Fis

The Fox

The Frerch Dikce
The Frercheman
The Fuller Brush Man
Tre Goon

Tre Gooz

Tre Gonilla

The Graak

The Grzv Nurse
The Hawk

Tre Jesp

The Jodp

The Litk Fuolver
The Lt Pig
Tre Lizsd

Tte Long Man
The Lo

The Losely Chsp
The Majer

Tre My Wigow
The Parson

The Phantom
The Posum

Tre Princ2

Harls

Harpic

Hamy The Horsa
Havachat
Hawk Eye
Holhywood
Hoot
Hopales
Hoppy
Horsce
Horimntal
Hombbwer
Homy
Horzie

Huyp Hup
Hypheatad
Ica Barg

Ika

I"mNot Worrisd
Irish
Iroquois
Ichy

Ivy

Jack The Hat

The Pyvthon

The Round Man
The Runner
The Searcher
The Stull

Tre Spaks
The Square
The Talkar
The Tank

Tre Tin Hare
The Tumpiter
The Waden
The Wiket Kesper
The Yagoons YToksl
Thick Head
Thizis Dk
Thos

Ti@r

Tilly

Tocd

Tgo

Tom The Pom
Tommy Rot
Tood s

Top Cat
Teappa
Tranble Chin
Troot

Tox

Two Tonz
UVE

Ukas

Von Raiche!
Wamcular
Weary
Vel
Whasntons Jack
Whinges
Whitiz
“’aw.
Wizpy
Windy

Wolis
Woodbine
Woodsodk:
Woodbine
Yabba

Yound Yabba
Yuiop

Zombiz

Zorts



Telegraphist in Training Class G.P.O. Sydney 1950

Back row: Pat Kaveney , Ron Miles, Bill Moon, Bill Grudgfield, Eric Jeckelyn
2nd back row: KeithrBwn, Aub Peel, Dennis Harrison, Brian McSweeney, Doug Potter

3rd back row: Brian Spencer (Instructor), Tom Fletcher, Eric Skarrett, Bruce Sowter, Jim Berry, Peter Cook, Bede Kenny,
Laurie Clements, Ron McMullen, Wk Kedwell, BriaiVallace Noel Flannery, Keith Long,
Geoff McKay (Instructor).

Frontrow:  Ken Nicholls, Sid Brown, Keith Norris, ? John Lewis, John Pryke, Keith Barnes,
Gilbert Wheeler, Fred Morrisy, Arthur Williams, Stan Church.

Laurie Hutchison, V Morrison, and Doug Walter have signed the back of the photo, but may have been absent for the pleoto. Laur
Hutchsion may be the ? in front row.

This would make 35 plus the two instructors.
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THE OLD VERSUS THE NEW

It was April 2005 and the battleground was Sydney's Powerhouse Museum. The lines were drawn but the opponents werg generatior
indeed centuries, apart. On one side Brittany Devlin aged 13 armed with a nradeienphone, on the other, Gordon Hill, aged 93,

armed with a nineteenth century morse key. This was to be a contest between the earliest form of telecommunicatidestrid dezla
which was the faster.

Gordon and Brittany were given an identicalssege to senid Gordon, with many years of experience, had to send it by Morse Code to
82 year old Jack Gibson who would decode and record it on a manual typewriter. Brittany who had been texting for atzoatvias tge
SMS a friend standing alongsidack.

The message selected was from a teenage magazine and read, "Hey, girlfriend, you can text all your best pals to tedl yoenanghe
going and what you are wearing."

When the contest started Gordon had to send the message in full. Brittashyiseviey abbreviating hers to read, "hey gf u can txt ur best
pals 2 tel them wot u r doing, whr u r going and wot u r wearing".

Jack finished typing the message just ninety seconds after Gordon started sending, Brittany's took eighteen seconds longer.

Three other teen aged challengers stepped forward to pit themselves against the skill of the two old Telegraphistsaudlsierie w
match the Morse for speed.
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I SHALL NOW PEMONSTRATE
HOW TO START A FIRE USING
ONLY A PIECE OF FLINT AND
A STONE

MORSE COPE FOR "SEND US
SOME k! #3! MATCHES®

TIPPY TAP.. TIP...
TIP... TIPPY




Snding Morse Code has a relationship to handwgtin that some people write very clearly while others are quite illegible. If Morse
signals are not crisp and clearly defined they can set problems for the person receiving them. The problems became maoregorono
around Christmas. It was always a busyet and we worked long hours for the few days leading up to Christmas Eve.

One afternoon | put in a four hour stint on a country line where the distant operator was obviously celebrating Christtieasaalier

than he should. Early in the afternoorstsignals were crystal clear but they deteriorated as he continued to drink. By the end of the da
| felt that | was getting no dots and no dashes, but putting it down anyway. (Fortunately Christmas telegrams had maitiesisulé

was possible to wdrout most of what was meant, and to query the bits and pieces that were indecipherable.)

The Room was mainly a male environment. Male interests predominated and the things most popular were sport (especiallafabtbal
cricket), horse racing and ca®h! yeah, and beer. We had a couple of bookies on the staff to help the punters lose their money, a
unofficial money lender (who charged 10% until the next pay day, and got away with it), and lots of unofficial breaks whetld \wep

out to the pub fora quick drink. It was a pretty carefree environment.

For all that, the quality of our work was high. Most of us got into the job, and stayed in the job, because we loved thahdonse
would have been badly embarrassed if our workmates thought we cdutdn'it. There were only five or six women working in the
Room when | was there and they were left over from the labour shortage of World War Il. Only a couple worked Morse (the oth
machines) so they won't feature in this item, not because I'm sexistolecause that's the way happened to be away back then.
(Women's lib and feminism were as yet virtually unpublicised and the Female Eunuch hadn't been born.)

Because of the peer pressure to drink and gamble some setheid back part of their pay/ iy 3 Y2y S@ Qd ¢ KSe& FA
wives didn't know about wouldn't matter.

One man, let's call him Don, had a problem with his cunning maendys wife guessed what was happening and demanded that he
bring his pay envelope home unopened. Don ditesitate. Next payday he went to a stationers and bought a box of pay envelopes.
From that point on he typed the amount she thought he was earning on an envelope, put in some money and pocketed the rest.

We had all types.

We had lots of drinkers and was commonplace for them to leave their job when they got thirsty. Everybody knew it happened buf
Yy2zadte GKS YIFIylFr3aSySyid Gdz2NYySR | | yOSfRISYFEE Fulasebiaduiaspd K S / RN

One character was trying tget down to the pub one morning but his job was too busy. Every time he had it almost cleared mor
telegrams would be filed to be sent. Eventually he removed all the telegrams from his files, put them in his pocket, adddufr a
quick beer.

He mus have enjoyed it because he didn't remember the telegrams in his pocket till he got home from work.

Never one to panic he brought them in the next day, waited till the time he'd gone to the pub the day before, then semt tvesotly
twentyfour hours lae. He got away with it because nobody could work out what had happened.

A shocking thing to do? Of course it was, but that's how things happened in those days.
It still does!

The Old Crow was a keen golfer and earned his nickname when he arrived sfraigithe golf course, complete with golf clubs, and
said with a big smile, "I look like an old pro, don't I'" The reply was immediate. "You look more like an old crow tddrsafhedody
and the name stuck. From that day forward whenever he arrived akveomebody would start a chorus of, "Aark! Aark!" in bad
imitation of a crow's call. His name was Neville and he was one of tlimmalcharacters in the room. The things he did, especially when
he was young and, even more especially, if he had beekidgrwere part of the telegraph lore.

Once while working the midnight to dawn shift he brought his motor bike up in the lift and when the supervisor objected lcimase
down the room on it. The poor man didn't have enough wit to jump up on one of thegablee just ran, and Neville chased.

On another occasion he was working with Sydney Radio, the coastal radio station that received messages from ships passadand
them to an operator in the Room before they were forwarded on for delivery. Nev hacgeghan ale or two during the night and
while he was taking down a radiogram (requesting supplies for the return voyage) addressed to prekigerhe managed to add a
couple of extra zeros to the order. When the ship arrived in port it was to findwharf loaded with crates of tomatoes. No
compensation was ever paid.

Unfortunately that kind of error wasn't confined to the Morse days. One of the worst cases occurred during the mineral bibem of
1960s and '70s. A company named Poseidon was rumdorbdve discovered a huge deposit of nickel and within six months Poseidon
shares rose from 80c to $280. It was a phenomenon and fortunes were being made by people trading their shares.

Right at the end of the boom one investor sent his stockbroker anrdiateshares and the operator sending the telegram added an
extra zero. There are checks to make sure that can't happen but, with the best of intentions, sometimes human errorsstilppld.

The stockbroker's normal practice was to confirm the numbieshares ordered by return telegram before purchasing and the buyer,
who didn't have enough capital to pay for such a large amount, saw his chance to make a killing and confirmed.

Of course it was at exactly that time that the bottom dropped out of therkedand the man went bankrupt. | understand Telecom
Australia apologised and offered to refund the cost of his telegram. They had no further obligation than that.

Gordon Olleyt The Trumpeter. Gordon joined the Army during World War Il and, given hisotefeanications background, was
posted to a signals unit.

On the first morning his sergeant asked if he could read Morse sent by an Aldiss lamp. (I think it was an Aldiss lamguitedon’
remember what Gordon called it, but it was certainly an opticalicke) "Of course | can!" trumpeted the Trumpeter. He was nothing if
not confident.He was given a classroom test which he passed with flying colours then moved out to do some exercises in open cout



That was when the penny dropped! "I didn't realishem they were testing me in the class room that | could hear the relay, and that's
what | was writing down."

Once he realised his mistake it didn't take him long to learn the visual version. He was a pretty good operatc
There are lots of stories abouhé Room and I'll add them as | get the opportunity. It was an oddball place to work with lots of oddbal
people, but it wasn't boring.
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SYDNEY MORSECODIANS

At right is the badge of the Sydney Morsecodian's Fraternity, gup of ageing Telegraphists
who never quite forgot the romance of the Morse codea. Their annual reunions aheerful, noisy affairs
during which conversation only stops while the speeches are being made; and it stops not merely from cc
but beause everybody wants to listan the speeches are made in Morse Code.

People whose only knowledge of Morse comes from watching old movies or listening to the SMS signal o
mobile phones may be surprised to learn that it didn't always sound like Tet.buzzer, or oscillator, was use
only in radio communication. When Morse was used on {mes the signals were a series of clicks anu
Telegraphistsvere trained to read the spaces between those clicks.

The followingreport about one annual meeting ahe Morsecodians' Fraternity was written by Peta Peters, Telecom Australia's NSW
Media Officer. It was published in thieelecom NewsThe date of publication is unknown but the distances givekilimetersindicate
that it was written no earlier than 198 when Australia adopted the metric system of weights and measures.

Whcient posters, lovingly preserved, decorate the walls and there is a feeling of camaraderie as th@meehundred and ten in at]
talk and laugh at some fondly remembered joke.

The Professor, the Slippery Eel and the Duck exchange pleasantries while Spider, Two Bob and the Snake are ribbed by.their mate

These characters and many more are gathered tonight to celebrate the seventh reunion of the New South Wales Morsecodic
Fraternity.

Over the general hubbub is heard the distinctive clackafck of theMorse key. This is an annual meeting with a difference.

The entire meeting is addressed in Morse and, to the casual spectator, the applause and laughter that peppers tregvalsseem
bewildering.

Yet all the men present are experts in the field. Fornielegraphistavho have long since retired from the Knighthood of the Key, or
whose lifestyle and careers have changed direction.

Jm Porter is here tonight. He will be 8&xt January and his memories go back to 1909 when he first joined the PMG (Postmaste
General's Department).

Criginally from the Snowy River, Jim's first job was as a telegraph messenger. Next he was promoted to clearing maiNoottes in
Sydney. Thizvas done with a horse and cart, and although the PMG paid an allowance for forage, Jim had to supply his own horse
equipment.In 1915 he successfully applied fot &5 f S 3 Npokidki & G Q a

In those days the equivalent of a Higher School Certificate meeded and it was considered a prestigious job.
In reality, however, it could sometimes be a tedious occupation involving long hours, cramped muscles and loneliness.

Jm was posted to various country Post Offices on relief staff until he enlistelteihight Horse Signal Corps during World War I. He
served from 1916 to 1919.

Returning to the PMG he was promoted to telegraph officer at the GPO in Sydney and his last position was as TraffictdfiGer@t

Another Morsecodian who remembers the lation often encountered is Jack Baker who was to become known as The Count, for hi
regal bearing and mode of speech.

At sixteen Jack was locatéd Central Australia in a Posffi0e thirty kilomeers from the nearest railway and 260 kiloneet from his
nearest neighbour. All he had for company was his horse, and the day the horse bolted was the day he demanded to be sent home

Bill Douglas is another member of the Fraternity. He began his career in 1916 and his memories include working for evapgnewsp
Sydney as delegraphist He clearly remembers Sir Frank Packer coming to the newspaper office as a schoolboy in short pants,
recollects Eric Baume, the legendary radio and television figure, working as a nigidigabon one of the papers. tBer memories
include receiving telegrams from New Guinea that had been written on a variety of items ranging from coconuts to toilet rolls

Telegraphists belong to a fraternity of their own and their history is steeped in folklore. They were masteextBardinary form of
communication which has long passed into history.
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TELSTRA BANKSTOWN MUSEUM

The following stoy by Richard Macey appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on August 4, 2004.
WD2 NR2Y SIVYBiyH SaA A i K SN Selettaplie® cranfnd Sis rRjhtI& Rl bibke down in 1935," Mr. Hill, now 92, said
yesterday, recalling the repetitive strainjury triggered by his job asMorse code telegram transmitter. "It was so painful | almost

cried." But such memories have failed to dull his passion for et career that ended in 1972 when he retired as Liverpool's
postmaster.

He belongs to a vVontary group of 16 men and two women who gather in Bankstown each week to celebrate their passion for th
communications revolution.

On Tuesdays they meet in a small building in Kitchener Parade, next door to the Bankstown telephone exchange, toncestore
maintain ageing communications gea®n Wednesdays they invite the public inside to inspect Bankstown's Telstra Museum o
telecommunications.

The thousands of exhibits are either owned by Telstrdnich yesterday donated $50,000 to produce a catalofpuehe collectiong or
donated by supporters. They include almost every type of telephone ever used in Australia, as well as switchboards anterielepr

There is a machine made in 1858ist four years after the telegraph arrived in Australiahich inked outMorse code messages on
ribbons of paper, a telephone used Bsime Minister Billy Hughes, and a public phone box that stood in Anthony Hordern's city store.

I WYAARSYSIy2dz2NJ 6221 Q NBO2NRa GKIF G | NP dzyfRturevcdrsiogl, Was fined dzghfllingdr h
incorrectly addressing a telegram.

The historians take some of their technology on the road, visiting country towns. Last month it was Mége¢hey will head for
Gunnedah.

Brian Mullins started work as a telegn boy in South Grafton in 1955 and retired in 1978 as a public phone inspector.

"But | have never worked so hard," he said of his voluntary job as museum manager. "The younger generation doesn't ewbatkaow
telegram is."

Mr. Hill, who started work s1a telegram messenger in 1927, still demonstrates his skill oklotde code telegraph keys. "Once we go,
it is dead," he said.

Proving that the technology is always on the march, the museum has mobile phones that were in use not long ago. Buttiesdems
of mobile communication is not new.

The January 17, 1901, edition of The Transmitter, published for the NSW Postal and Electric Telegraph Society, madez yr¥dict¥ L
the near future an electric bell concealed about the person of a man istiieet is heard to ring, and he draws from his pocket a small
case, listens to it, and then hurries off, it must not hastily be assumed that he is mad. The probability is that he teaeijed a
YySaalr3aS o0& ¢gANBESaa (St SINILKEQPQ
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TELEOMMUNICATION MUSEUMS

There are very good Telecommunications museums located in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth. They are manned byfmemb
the Morsecodian Fraternity and others interested in the history of telecommunications.

They are open to theublic on various days and at other times for groups etc. by appointment.

Telstra is a proud sponsor of these museums.

CONGRATULATIONS

Gongratulations are extended to Ray Carter, Les Edwards and Brian Mullins. On Saturday, August 27, 2005, at Chewis&in/ Tel
{ddzZRA2az (KSe& &dz00SaafdzZte Sy3alr3asSR Ay F GNryavyAaarzy JThgsSR
also won a place in the Guinness Book of Records.

Official Guinness World Record Text reads:

The razoitoothed pirarhas of the genera Serrasalmus and Pygocentrus are the most ferocious freshwater fish in the world. In real
they seldom attack a human

The receiver had to type out the message 100% correct or disqualification, so transmission had to be exact.
Audience 6300 people watching plus national coverage or;pdéssibly the world.

Competing against twice world champion SMS.

Only one attempt.

Gongratulations also to Brian Mullins, manager of the Telstra Museum, on being awardedrdee of Australia Medal in 812007
Queen's Birthday Honours. Brian was one of my trainees in the final year of Telegraphist training in 1956... R.M.



TREATMENT OF TELEGRAMS

Acceptance

There were various types of telegrams; Ordinary, Urgent (double the cost of ordinary and raagjeatitreatment at all stagesReply
Paid, Collect (addressee paid the cost on delivdrgjtergrams, International telegrams, Radiograni@nsmitted by radio between
stations within Australia and Papua New Guind®adio Telegramto ships at sea an@ress telegpms (usually to Newspaperdjach
category had its own type of form.

lff O2dA# R 06S f2R3ISR SAGKSNI 20SNJ GKS t 240 hT7TAO& byGetepngrie Bakdao &
telephone subscriber to a Post Officeldgrams accepted over the phone were known as Phonograms.

The time a telegram was accepted at the Post Office counter was the first recording topthedt hand portion of theform. Then the
number of words in the message was counted and the appropihsrge per word assesse@ihe accepting officer would place his
initial in this section. After acceptance of cash from the sendamps were affixed to the top of the form and cancelled with a steel
hand date stampCapital city offices and some larg#fices used cash registers. The sender was also requested to write his name an
address on the back of the form in case later contact with him was necegdbBost Office transactions with a monetary value had to
be dated with a steel hand stamp.

In the case of Phonograms the message was transcribed from the subscriber onto a formdettitlaablestrip at the top folded and
by means of carbon paper the time of lodgment, number of words, charge and addressee details were recorded on both Beetions.
strip section was detached and used for accounting purposes. Otherwise Phonograms were treated exactly the same as telegrams.

The accepted message would then be transferred to the Morse or telephone operating pdmitizend, pneumatic tubercoverhead
kick backcarrier whichever was appropriat¢é K SNE A G g+ a LX F OSR WTFOS R24yQ 2y | &Ly
each message would retain its order of lodgment.

Each day all originating telegrams for the previous day woulahseked for correctness of pricingprted into a particular order,
particulars enteredn duplicateon a record obriginating telegrams, ankhter posted to the Accounts Branch of the state headquarters.

Transmission:

For Morse transmission each officew@2 yy SOG SR G2 | flIyR fAySd xSNB o6dzae 2FFAOS
end of the line whilst most offices used an omnibus circuit with up to three or four offices on the one line dependingaomoting of
traffic at each officeUsually each office was worked in turn, but this was flexible having regard to the amount of traffic being handle
Most traffic was transmitted to the Chief Telegraph Office or major regional office for onward transmission to the terghoffitie. Any
office on a line could communicate directly to another on the line if necesBammng busy times it was usual to take the busiest office
2FF GKS YIFAY fAYyS FyR LXFOS Al 2y | WaLI NBQ f Ay ficE undilkh® NSy A (
period had passed®  OK 2FFA0S KIFIR Ada 26y WOl ff &Aisdoficedbyhis ounzalidgh wideh fief
wished to transmitThe receiving operator would reply with one transmission of his own call sign

Messages were transmitted in batches and the sending operator werid the office of origifin the case of a Chief Telegraph Office,
if the message was a phonogram the word suduld be addedindicating telephone subscribemumber of words in the mssage and
time of lodgment.At the conclusion of the sending of each message he waddrd in blue pencil on the top right hand section of the
form the batch number, circuit number on which it was sent, the time and his initfdlen a batch of more @n five messages was
aSyid Al ¢l & dzadzf F2N G§KS aSyRAy3I 2LISNF 2N (2 aA 3yThdrecéiving a
operator would acknowledge.

I well remember on one occasion at a special event at a countgeoffivas receiving one way only traffic when #e 5Qrule was
AJYy2NBR® ! FGSNI YSaalr3asS ydzvyoSNIytr GKS fAyS 6Syid RSFR ISR Qa#
operator. He was an excellent sendasing a jigger and was truly a pleasure to receive from him. | kept receiving from number 93 and
at the conclusion of the session 134 messages had been sent and all received except five without a break in transmisgian ttlee

line failure. On full restoration otk circuit it was agreed only five had been lost and these were retransmitted without any problems
Oh for thets 5, rule!

On completion of a batch of transmitted messages the sending operator would indicate the number he had sent and the receiv
operator would confirm that that number had been received. Each operator would make an appropriate iemgjation to that
particular batcth y KA & 2LISNI GAy 3 Wwe2dNy It Qd ¢KS YSaal3asS gl a i Krfeyalst A f
during the day to ensurall had been transmitted andone was mislaid.

Reception:

At the repeating or terminating office the message was recorded by typewriter, or in some instances by handwriting. Treibtermi
messagerecorded on a termindg telegram formwould show in the preamble its number in order of receipt, office of origimber

of wordsandtime of lodgment. The receiving officer would record the signals exactly as they were sent. The received message woulc
separated into foussections, preamble, address details, text message and signature of sender. The receiving officeecaodiat the
bottom of the message the time of receipt and his initials. AC.d&.0.the message would belaced on a conveyor belt to the
WOA Nz & SIGRNY2 Yy ¢ KIENNIBY SATIS NANSSIRE R1 20 SF y2 G KSNJ 2LISNY GAy 3 Liksiritdthe y =
terminating office. Received messages were recordedduplicateon a Wi SNY Ay I GAy3 &aKSSGQ 6KAOK &
message and had provision for delivery details.

Delivery:

After beingrecorded on the terminating sheet the message would be placed in an envelope and allotted to a Junior Postal Officer f
delivery to the addressee. The sheet would show the time it wasatid for delivery, the expected time delivery would take, the time
the J.P.O. returned from the deliveand the time taken for the overall delivery. Permissible time lags (P.T.L) were in place and it we
expected that they would be adhered to. Howewverpiractice this was often impossible. Means of delivery were mostly by bioftde,

by foot in dense city areadut in larger towns and mountainous areas motor cycles were used. In some cases messages would
telephoned to addressees and the actual sege sent out in the normal pogt. a K NBOSAGBSR FT2NJ W/ 2f f SO
stamps and placed on a separate record sheet
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Delays in delivery of telegrams ocoed at times for a variety of reasons. They would be endorsed, usually by hand or a rubber stamp,
delayed by interruption to lines or similar depending on the circumstances.

A unique brass stamp, as shown in the pictures below, is believed to
have been usd at OmeoVictoria

FOSTMASTER GENERAL'S DESARTMENT

In the cvent of S \direwme wialng s p Be ey
for 0 3ewige spenlied dhive. © Seicdy underide 0 b
epocadie for e p of G =t the cou of
he wheptem of 3dvce of 30s-purmest By e Addrewsee.

DATE STAMP

Delivery Officers:

All delivery officerswere suppliedwith uniforms consistingof cap (optional hat), 2 cap covers for summer and rain Zss&hirts, tie,
coat and2 trousers. Various types of rain gear were issu@dder formswere issuedor shoes ad the officer would usehem to
purchasehis own shoesr boots.The seller would then submit a copy of the order form to the Postmaster for reimbursetdetit.a
uniform wasissued a new starter would wear a red with black lettering P.M.G. arm bamdhisupper arm.

In temperate areas the uniforms were navy blue and in hotter akesaki.




A BRIEF HISTORY OF TELEGRAPHS IN AUSTRALIA

The first Australian Morse Code link was established in 1854 between Melbourne and Sarfdrilligenstown).

The original Sydney Telegraph Office was established on December 30, 1857 in the Sydney BExtdtande be called the Royal
Exchange at the corner of Bridge and Pitt Streets, Sydney.

Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide were linked by tetggh lines in 1858, while the SydneyBrisbane connection was made three years
later.

Qubmarine cable was laid to connect Tasmania and Victoria in 1859.

For the first four years the Sydney Telegraph Department was controlled by the Commissioner ay&divi861 the responsibility was
transferred to the Minister of Public Works.

With the amalgamation of the Post and Telegraph Offices from 1870, and the introduction of the Overland Telegraph whisédtraver
the 3,000kilometers between Adelaide and Da&in in 1872, the importance of the telegraph system increased dramatically.

Between 1860 and 1874 the Sydney Telegraph Office moved four times until the Operating Room was finally located on tkéoBourth
of the Sydney GPO in Martin Place in Septendiehat year. In 1893 public telegraph enquiries moved from the fourth floor to the
ground floor of the GPO befoleeing finallyrelocated to Hooker House in King Street.

1924 saw the introduction of the Murray Multiplex system for interstate tredfic Newcastle

In 1928 another building was erected adjacent to and joining the GPO, with the Chief Telegraph Office (CTO) now occujneng two
A phonogram section was added with, initially, forty phonogram operators.

Two years later teleprinters and tetypes were introduced to handle traffic at major post offices but Morse was retained for Jower
volume locations.

In the period leading to the early 1950s staffing levels within the CTO exceeded 1,000, providing-theaciodk, severdaysa-week
servie.

Teleprinter exchanges (the words were contracted to form TELEX) were introduced in 1954. These provided manual telexnsoiinectio
was to be another twelve years before automatic dialing was introduced to the telex network.

Beginning in 195Morse code was gradually phased out with the introduction of TRESS (Teleprinter REperforator Switching Syste
which provided a stor@andforward function. While TRESS operated very satisfactorily for 26 years it did, of course, remove tt
personal contact and irolvement that were part of dayo-day Morseand teleprinter communication.

A Farewell to Morsewas held in the Sydney Town Hall on Saturday, February 2, 1963. It coincided with the transmission of the |
official Morsemessage in Australia from Hallsee€k (Western Australia) to Sydney.

In 1970 a facility was provided to permit members of the public to attend the CTO and hEslegraphistsend telex messages for
them.

GCommencing in Perth, in May 1986 TRESS was replaced with a corbpstat systemhat interfaced with the Telex network. The
Sydney Message Bureau, located in Aussat House, Carrington Street, Sydney, commenced in October that year and became
operational by May 1987.

The CTO had now been abandoned and an official "wake" was cteuititere on May 15, 1987 to commemorate 113 consecutive
years of service.

The year 2006 celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Mstsetrained Telegraphists
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THE BOSS

Did you ever work for the P.M.G.?
Did you ever sell a stamp?

Did you ever work in Canberra?

Or in a Snowy Mountains camp?
Perhaps you worked at East Block
Where they had that big exchange
Or did you work at Curtin

When the PM there was strange!

He treated his staff quitdecent
l'YR WGKFG 2dzad gl ayQi 2yQ
They tried, but could not change him

Mr McMullent known as Ron. X Allan McGrath ex Postal Clerk, CusirC. T
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| succumbed to the pleadings of a very good friend, John Riddett, to includedttisle. X RM

THE TELEGRAM

Background

With the introduction of Morse code in the 1840's the telegram quickly found a place in society as a fast and effectivaoimeans
communication. By 1855 people in Great Britain were sending more than 740,000 telegraph messages a year and shortly before W
War 1 the number rose to more than 82 million messagesannum At the peak of its popularity the telegram was refined to such an
extent that there were special forms and envelopes for almost any occasion, most favoured being for Xmas, Easter, bigtdegs
andY2 § KSNDRa RI &

Australia also took up the telegram service enthusiastically and by 1950, with a population aéttleeoen million, sent more than 35
million telegramsHowever, the service subsequently declined due to the private telephone becoming more accessible and transmiss
by Morse code was eventually phased ailrostentirely in Australia by 1962. Printelansmitted messages subsequently ceased about
1988. The last recognised Telegram facility in the world closed on 27 January, 2006 when Western Union terminated tledtservice
more than 150 years.

Currently thereis a number of private operators, larjeAmerican based, claimirtg provide a telegram service connected irttee
NI RAGA 2y I fold fasfiidnSdngtwoik ACRafded rangé from a minimum of $15)(pHis 90¢ per wordip to $105 plus 90c per
word for weekend delivery. Compare this witine Morsecodian fraternity who provide a telegram service at a rate of $2(Aus) for local
messages and $3 for international telegrams.

Behind the Telegram

To the average person it would appear there should be little difficulty in accepting, transngttothdelivering a telegram from point of
origin to its destination. But of course nothingjas simple as it seems and the following are a few samples of what could, and dic
happen on occasions to countefficers accepting telegramsglegraphists sendingnd receiving the messages, and the unfortunate
telegraph messenger at the end of the line.

Acceptance of Telegrams

Acceptance of telegrams from the public was largely telephoned through a Phonogram operator or lodged with a countext diffecer
local Post Office. Each system had its problems. The Phonogram operator had to contend with accuracy in content and spel
particularly in regard to names, addresses and foreign words. A fam@mple ofa Phonogram operator's mistakeas;

To a wholesale gen grocery in NSW Please send 6 dozen french letters, urgent (fresh lettuces)

Most originating telegrams at post offices were dealt with promptly by counter staff who checked the handwritten mesdagébiiity

and content. However, occasionatlyere was conflict with members of the public in regard to (obscene) content in messages, usuall
relating to wedding telegrams. Unfortunately, what was regarded as acceptable or unacceptable often depended on the génder :
predisposition of the counteofficer at the time of lodgement. Examples of each category are:

Acceptable: A honeymoon couple is like a kitchen table.
Four bare legs and no drawers.

Unacceptable A honeymoon couple is like an old TV set
Four bare legs and aasn out knob.

Unacceptable: Please send a photo of your beautiful new wife

Preferably mounted.

Transmitting and Receiving Telegrams

In the capital cities, Phonograms were despatched directly tolélegraphists in the Central Telegraph €df{CTO) for transmission to
the office of destination, or to a repeater statidor subsequent on forwardinghe activities at the CTO are not something on which the
author of this article is qualified to comment, however, having some experience asa €lesk on both the transmitting and receiving
end of messages some credence can be given to the following observations

(i)  The pet hate of a transmitting Postal Clerk was illegible writing, particularly in respect of the addresgee'anthpostal
address.

(i) A close second was what was then known as leakage, usually occurring during wet weather. This caused Morse signé
become so weak that the dots were difficult to read.

(i) Squalblingtelegraph messengers (JPQvere a further source of irritation because they were usually scuffling right alongside
the Morse operator.

When receiving telegrams one had to be careful how they laid out the text on the telegram form because a fullsstaprona in the
wrong place could totally alter the meaning of the message. In this respect a well known example back in the fifties wha that
recently married young woman who fell ill just before her husband departed to the bush on a businesswap.dgreed she would
telegraph him in a few days if she had not recovenddt recovering and yearning for her new husband she sent the following terse
telegram "Missing you terribly. Not getting any better. Come home" By the time the message reachedutite husband it was
formatted thus-

WIISSING YOU TERRIBLY NOT GETTING ANY
.9¢¢9w /ha9 | hag9Q



Another message that comes to mind was from a young man who had overstayed his holiday at Surfers. Hecéweitithe following
messag;-

Wbh ahb bh C| b
To whch his father promptly replied:

h'w {hbQ

B

YiIh2z {!'5 ¢hh .!'5 _hlw 5!/5Q
Despite many work related obstacles, includingiozealous senior management, Telegraphists amstdPCerks were very proficient
and erors were rare. The rate of competency waslggh that many, particularlyelegraphists, operated Morse in excess of 30 words
per minute as the norm. By contrast the majority of old timers going around today operate largely between 16 and 24 wonidsifeer

Delivering Telegrams

We now come to the most important cog in the telegraph industry; the underpaid and unappreciated Junior Postal Officer (JP
Commonly known as telegraph messengers the JPO not only delivered telegrams to all areas andditiahssdut also provided a
wonderful source of recruitment for promotion to the Postal Clerk and Telegraphist ranks. Many of the current M@ssdoeban
their careers as JBO

Unless one was a JPO one could not appreciate their contribution toetegraph industry. Telegrams were delivered in rain, hail or
shine, in cold westerly winds and in the heat of summer. In addition to the elements, the JPOs were exposed to traftitampedes
unmade roads, angry dogs and, on occasions, amorous lonelyemom

Additionally, when not actually out delivering telegrams the JPO was required to maintain the forms and pens in the gabtiean
public phone boxes, attend to punctures and other bicycle defects, assist with preparation of the outward matchlespad do
personal messages for the Postmaster and other senior staff. Despite all the apparent negatives the JPOs were gengrgllfreehap
spirited group of young lads who subsequently used their experiences to good effect later in life.

Conclusion

What is now referred to as th&ood old dayRare long gone and only the memories of happy times in the Postm&seaeral's
Department remain. Little did many of us realise when we commenced work at 14 as JPOs where the esgpefidmase days would
lead us.In many cases saeof the current Morsecodians eve involved in every aspect of the telegraph industrg, acceptance,
transmission and delivery of telegrams. A great industry in its time and a wonderful experience.

'Now that's better than
: peeping thr
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ODE TO AN OLD BLOKE

Why is he looking so downcast and sullen
this dear old man named Ron McMullen

Yes he is a sad &abf woe
he has lost his jigger from the C.T.O.
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But all is notost despie the groan
he can still ring his friends on the telephone

Hopetha R2BAFRGEATS YS X wo



TELEG RAFEB'“-OR|EG.) T (Tales of a JRO

Introduction

Inthe old PMG days ¢f KS mMdp nda i KIBOsRE dok Hryor Foital @fficer, oettdt known to theblic then as telegraph
messengers. The unfortunate JPOs were the poorly gags bodieof the Postal Services Division and were treated accordingly. They
were at the beck and call of virtually every other employee in the office and were requiredrtorpea wide range of tasks not
necessarily associated with telegram deliveries.

A lot of the unwanted jobs handed down to the JPOs were unpleasant and demanding and many a JPO hour was spent contempl
revenge on the initiators. Rest assured thoudie PO was not a person to be trifled with if he felt he was being mistreated! This fac
became very evident to the detriment of many a person who made the mistake of bullying JPOs

Revenge of theJPO

In the early 1950's there was one particular JPO eged at the Yarraville Post Office who, being a country boy and unaccustomed to
discipline as a child, had the reputation of being quite a handful if sufficierByRitb | S OF NNRA SR { KdSsibly heCausé | Y
nobody knew what he was likely @o next, and a few examples of retaliatory measures inflicted on perceived wrongdoers by thi
rebellious young messenger are given below.

(1) The Phone Box: Early one Monday morning in the Spring of 1951 an elderly lady entered the Pist &ffyarraville and
approachedhe Senior Postal Clerk (SP&h)e insisted that someone attend to one of the public phone boxes out front of the office. Not
being able to get a clear picture as to the problem the SPC examined the phone booth himatifficavered two large, used condoms
dangling off the earpiece and mouthpiece of the old style public telephone. Of course it was up to the reluctant and nedPéntp
NEY2@S GKS 2FFSyardsS AdSya Ia RANBOGBRZ2 MYyR2 3MRIAGA LRESE] 2FK & K
the offensive items by fitting them very carefully along the handlebars of th&3e&&iracing bicyclevhere they remained until knoek
off time that evening. Not a smart move as it turned out but it muate seemed like a good idea at the time. (See footnote)

(2) Bully Boys: For several months in 1952 the mail despatch at Yarraville was handled by an attractive female Postal Assist:
This lass was quite competent at her job but lacked pinysical strength to haul the large outward mail bags around to the railway
station for loading onto the Melbourne bound train. Hoping to impress and do some good for himself, our young JPO voltateerec
transport the mail bags to the station for herll Avent well for a week or so but then our hero fell victim to a couple of train travelling
older bullies from a nearby College.

After a few thumpings and a couple of blood noses the JPO sought assistance from some of the local knockabouts who ledppened
fond of him. It transpired therefore that a few evenings later as the JPO was trundling the mail bags to the end of dyeplaifiorm

who should appear but the bully boys. Showing unaccustomed fear the JPO ran into the railway platform toiletfcl@sely by his
tormentors, intent on handing out anothal S &CGoidgitientally, there happened to be four of the local lads standing out of sight just
inside the toilet doorway and who took it upon themselves to deal out Yarraville justice. Thig hwding the bullies upside down in
the toilet bowls for some minutes and repeatedly flushing the toilet. The JPO was left unmolested from thereon, but sadotavaa

the female Postal Assistant.

(3) Lights Out  Late in 1951 our JPO d@mme aware of a blossoming romance between the married Postal Clerk and a femals
counter officer. As the weeks passed it became obvious to the JPO that thegsalisappearing regularly for 280 minutes during the
lunch break. It so happened that onergiaular lunchtime the Postmaster requested that the Postal Clerk be asked to return to the
Morse line to receive an urgent telegram awaiting transmission from the C.T.O. The JPO offered to go look for the Rostad Cler
headed directly to the post offcannex across the road. The annex was a building used for storing surplus equipment but it also hac
strong room which housed items of value such as tax stamps, postal notes, registered,aticléJpon entering the annex the JPO
observed that neithethe Postal Clerk nor the counter officer were to be seen but he did note that the strong room door was slightl
ajar with a faint stream of light filtering out. Being the good lad that he was he promptly switched off the light andhdHatked the
strong roomdoor. Fortuitously, he returned shortly afterwards and, upon hearing muffled screams and shouts, opened the strong roc
door to the relief of the nerve wracked ardishevelledoccupants who had been trapped in pitch darkness. Seeing that therditilas
to be gained from honesty on this occasion, the JPO refrained from mentioning that it was he who had lockedntpeoom in the
first place. The shaken pair hastened back to the post office never to pair again.

Semi conclusion

There are other kegedly true stories about this particular JRQ/ Of dzRA y 3 KA & Repl Paieledsayng) Gri unpbpulark
Postmaster, a dead horse, savage dogs, teeny bopper girlfriends, itabur, learning Morse code and the pitfalls of showing off in
public.

Some other time and that's a promise.

* * * Footnote: Some years later the same SPC involved in the bicycle incident was fortunate enough to interview thediegreph
messenger for a Clerk 2/3 position in the Postal Services Division. Needagsthe application was unsuccessful.

TELEGRAPH STORIES (2ijles of a 3PO)

Introduction

At the height of its popularity in the early 1950's the telegraph system offered a wide range of forms and services énefiteobthe
public. Apart fromstandard telegrams there were also greetings and special occasion forms, urgent telegrams, overseas cablegra
telegraph money orders (Telmos), money order advices (MOAS) and reply paid telegrams.



All of these different message types had unique featuresvever the messages most popular with the Junior Postal Officers, who were
responsible for delivery, were winning Tattersalls lottery advices and Reply Paid telegrams. Both of these message ttgges off
attractive monetary opportunities for a resourcéfiPO.

Tattersalls telegrams

Telegrams from Tattersalls advising lottery winners of their good fortune were much sought after by the JPO. These nfemsages
carried a sizeable monetary reward from the highly excited and exhilarated recipient. Howeer,was an art to delivering these
messages because if the JPO left the scene before the recipient had a chance to react to their good fortune, the messemgiss co
out altogether. The ploy was to linger as long as possible, even to the extentafeimtty asking if the message was a reply paid
telegram and necessitated a response.

Any cash received was shared among the messengers; as well as the occasional greedy Postal Clerk. In this respect rthere v
infamous incident at the Yarraville Postfied where a Postal Clerk received a Tattersalls message at a time when all the JPOs were
on rounds. This mean spirited louse kept the news quiet and subsequently delivered the telegram himself during his lknételwes

only caught out when a gooldearted middle aged lady fronted up at the Post Office counter some two days later with a tip for the
RSt AQSNE Wo28Q0

Tips from elated Tattersalls winners ranged from one pound ($2) up to fifty pounds ($100) which was a lot of money if'shét Y85
rare for a JPO not to gain some benefit from delivering a Tattersalls telegram and any messenger who returned from zmigliyery
handed was viewed with a high degree of suspicion by his fellow workers. Whilst the monetary reward was always welasratiliw
great thrill to bring news of good luck to some of the very deserving people in the thekingariass suburb of Yarraville

Reply Paid Telegrams

The Reply Paid telegram was also very prominent in the 1950's and offeredpaigdreeply facity to the addressee of a telegraph
message and usually required the recipient to simply respond briefly with a negative or affirmative answer, or a timeadatatton

or a hame or address. It was rumoured that this uncomplicated process could ke pdivantage by some enterprising messengers
who would wait for a reply, and then charge the unsuspecting recipient a fee for taking the reply back to the Post Office.

Rumour also has it that another innovative use of the reply paid telegram was condsived/oung JPO from Yarraville. It all came
about because the Yarraville Post Office did not provide a full Saturday delivery service making it necessary forearMessariljer to
be based at the Footscray Post Office on Saturday afternoons. Mone thié@ not there were no telegrams received for delivery in the
Yarraville area and this would leave the messenger at a loose end for the afternoon.

The story goes that as a consequence of this idle time the Yarraville messenger came up with theddestlpftgping up a number of
duplicate copies of locally addressed telegrams received on the morning of the Saturday he was scheduled to work at.Fdotscray
arrival at the Footscray telegram delivery area on the Saturday afternoon he would unobtridsaeihese duplicate messages into the
local despatch system. Shortly afterwards he would be booked out with these telegrams by the unsuspecting despatch telleekodind
F2NJ GKS FTFOaSNy22y (2 WRStAGSND (K XedowellFaizénorevitiaa A0l ndiEhs @nd blldwed the 2
young messenger ample time to enjoy many a happy Saturday afternoon at the Western Oval viewing VFL football and akstrict cri
matches.

It was also rumoured that a further enhancement to the system wmaioduced during the football season. This involved the JPO
presenting himself to the attendants at the entrance gate of the Westaval with a bogus Reply Paaegram for a visiting VFL player.
Naturally protocol demanded that the reply paid messagehia@d delivered by the messenger who would then pass through the
entrance gatdree of chargeand disappeain the direction of the players change rooms. Once out of sight of the gate attendants, he
would promptly remove his messenger cap and blouse awrdrsethem in a lightweight kitbag concealed inside his clothing. He would
then join the crowd. The game would finish in ample time for the JPO to don his uniform outside the ground and returRdotticeay
t2a80 hTFAOS G2 OKSOQ NHzy ®KSNB 41 a || WD22R bAIKIDG

Disgraceful conduct if true but of course this was only a rumour.

John Riddett January 2008
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A POST CHRISTMABORY

There was a man who worked for the Post Office whose job it was to process all the mail that had #iddibkses. One day, a letter
came addressed in a shaky handwriting to God with no actual address. He thaugihduld open it to see what it was about

The letter read:

Dear God,

| am an 83 year old widow, living on a very small pension.

Yesterdaysomeone stole my purse. It had £100 in it which was all the money | had until my next pension cheque. Next Sunda
Christmas, and | had invited two of my friends over for dinner. Without that money, | have nothing to buy food with. btawgly to

turn to, and you are my only hope.

Can you please help me? Sincerely, Edna.



The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter to all the other workers. Each one dug into his or her wallet and wétima up
few quid. By the time he madé¢ rounds, he ha collected £96vhich they put into an envelope and sent to the woman. The rest of the
day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of Edna and the dinner she would be able to share with her friend

Christmas came and went

A few days into thélew Yesg, another letter came from the same old lady to God. All the workers gathered around while the letter wa:
opened.

It read:

Dear God,

How can | ever thank you enough for what you did for me? Because of your gift of love, | was able to fix a ghor@sdsrdiny friends.
We had a very nice day and | told my friends of your wonderful gift. By the way, there was £4 missing, | think it musehdkede

bastards at the Post Office.

Sincerely, Edna.
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MORSECABNS THEME By Red Robp

Out in the room the old timer stands
Clasping the key in his thin bony hands
Tired are his eyes as he reads down the press
Gloryiftheylethim 62y Qi KS Odzi GKAa o0f SSRAy3 Y
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CHORUS

Click go the keys boys, click click click
Tired are the arms, luhe hand move quick
The Super looks around and gazes at the clock
Shake it up me hearties Youe a bleeding lot of crocks.

In the middle of the floor in his leather covered chair

Sitsthe bossof the room with his eyes everywhere.

Notes all the straglers as they come drifting in and
Curses the day they built the Angel Inn.

Repeat CHORUS

¢tKS RIFIea 2F a2NBES I NB 20SN) 6SQ@S aSyid GKS
So roll up your jiggers boys and lay down the pen
Switch off the sounders close up the key and any old
Morsecodan can come and drink with me.

Repeat CHORUS
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LAST TELEGRAM SENT BY MORSE IN AUSTRALIA

The last telegram transmitted by Morse in Australia was in October 1968 from Wittenoom (now abandoned infamous blue asbes
mining town) inWestern Australia to Roebourne, W.A. The transmitting officer was Bernard (Barney) McKenna and the receiving offi
was Neville Matsen.

There was no land line communication from either Wittenoom or Onslow to any other centre and all Morse was conguctezldss
telegraphy using two transceivers, a short range 3BZ at each and at Wittennoom, a second more powerful 581Y which adicdgtwork
with Perth C.T.O. via the receiving station at Byford and the transmitting station at Wanneroo. 3BZ transamieenstalled in all Post
Offices north of Carnarvon.

After the introduction of the TRESS system wireless telegraph traffic received at Roebourne was fed into that systemrébr onw
transmission.
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Abbotsford
Albert Park
Albury (N.S.W.)
Alexandra
Ararat

Ascot Vale
Ashburton
Avoca

Bacchus Marsh
Bairnsdale
Balian

Ballarat

Ballarat Rail
Ballarat RAAF
Balranald (N.S.W.)
Balwyn

Balwyn North
Bandiana Mil P.O.
Barham (N.S.W.)
Beaufort
Beechworth
Belgrave
Benalla

Bendigo
Bentleigh
Berwick

Beulah

Birchip
Birregurra
Blackburn

Black Rock
Bonegilla C.1.C.
Boort
Bordertown (S.A.)
Box Hill
Bridgewater
Bright

Brighton
Broadford

Broadmeadows Mil. P.O.

Brunswick
8ruthen
Bunyip

Burwood

Camberwell
Camperdown
Canberra (A.C.T.)
Canterbury
Carlton

VICTORIAN MORSE CODE CALL SIGNS 1940 — 1950

AB
AK
AY

ZZEFRF

Carlton North
Carnegie
Casterton
Castlemaine
Caulfield East
Caulfield South
Charlton
Chelsea
Cheltenham
Chiltern

City Road
Clayton
Clifton Hill
Clunes
Cobden
Cobram
Coburg
Cohuna
Colac
Coleraine
Collingwood
Corowa (N.S.W.)
Carryong
Cowes
Creswick
Croydon
Currie (Tas)

Dandenong

Darley Mil, P.O.
Daylesford
Dentliguin (N.S.W.)
Dimboola

Donald

Dookie

Dromana

Drouin

Dunolly

East Melbourne
Echuca

Elmore
Elsternwick
Elwood
Essendon
Essendon North
Euroa

Fairfield

Ferntree Gully Upper
Fitzroy

AN
cl
CR
C
CE
CF
CG
LU
CH
CN
cp
KL
ca
cu
cB
OR
CA
co

e@Qgggeo

KR
Kl

DA

DF
DN
DI

DK
DM
pbu
DY

EQ
EA
EL
EK
ED

FD

FR

Flemington

Flemington Cattle Yards

Flinders

Flinders Naval Depot
Flinders Street Rail
Footscray

Foster

Frankston

Geelong
Geelong Ford
Geelong Rail
Geelong West
Glen Iris
Glenroy
Golden Square
Goroke

Hamiiton
Hampton
Hawthormn
Healesville
Heathcote
Heidelberg
Heidelberg West
Heywood
Highett
Hopetoun
Horsham

Inglewood
Irymple
lvanhoe

Jeparit

Kaniva
Kerang

Kew
Kilmore
Koroit
Korong Vale
Korumburra
Kyabram
Kyneton

Lakes Entrance
Lancefield
Laverton RAAF.
Leongatha
Lilydale

KN
KG

KE
KO

KU

KM

LT

RA

LY



Lismore L Pyramid Hill Pl Violet Town v
Lorne LC

Quambatook QT Wagga Wagga (NS.W.) WG
Maffra MA Queenscliff Q Wangaratta wT
Maldon MD Warburton WN
Malvern MV Rainbow R
Mansfield MF Red Cliffs RE Warracknabeal WK
Maryborough MB Reservoir RR Warragul wv
Melbourne M Richmond RM Warrnambool wB
Mentone MT Ringwood RG Wedderburn wu
Merbein MX Robinvale RE Wentworth (N.S.W.) WR
Mildura ML Rochester RC Werribee wi
Minyip Mz Romsey RO Willaura WL
Mirboo North MS Rosebud RB Williamstown w
Mitcham TC Rosedale RS Winchelsea wC
Moe M Rupanyup RU Waodonga WD
Moonee Ponds My Rushworth RH Wonthaggi WH
Mooroopna MP Rutherglen RL Woodend WE
Mordialloc MO Woomelang wo
Moreland MD St. Arnaud ST Wycheproof WF
Mornington MN St. Kilda SK
Mortlake MK Sale SA Yackandandah YD
Morwell Mw Sale East RAAF. SE Yallourn Y
Mount Beauty ut Sandringham SG Yarragon YG
Mount Macedon up Sea Lake SL Yarram ™
Murchison UR Seymour S Yarraville w
Murtoa MU Seymour Mil. P.O. sQ Yarrawonga YA
Myrtleford MH Seymour Rail SO Yea YE

Shepparton SC
Nagambie NB Sorrento SX
Nathalia NA South Melbourne SM
Natimuk NK South Yarra sV
Newport NW Spencer Street Rail sP
Nhill NL Springvale sQ
Northcote NC Stawell SwW
North Melbourne N Stratford sD
Numurkah NH Sunbury SN

Sunshine suU
Oakleigh OA Surrey Hills SP
Omeo 0 Swan Hill SH
Orbost (o]}
Ouyen ON Tallangatta TL

Tatura TE
Pakenham East PK Terang TR
Pascoe Vale South PV Thornbury TY
Penshurst PS Tocumwal (N.S.W.)} TF
Point Cook RAAF. PC Tongala ™
Portarlington PT Toora T8
Port Fairy PY Toorak TK
Portland P Trafalgar TG
Port Melbourne PM Traralgon TA
Prahran PR
Preston PE Ultima UA
Puckapunyal Mil. P.O. PL
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MYSTERY

The code outlined below is not American@ontinental. It was confined to Victoria and possibly would have presented problems when
Victorian offices worked with adjoining Colonial offices.
There seems no reason as to why it was necessary to change ®@abony code.

1814

VIOTORIA.

POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

[
GUIDANCE OF OFMCERS AND OTHERS
LR
TELEGRAPI BRANCH

POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.

PRAKENTES T0 SO0 NULNES 0F PARLIANENT BT OV SXORLLEVCTS COMMAND.

R
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